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Panelists
· Ron Gonen, Co-Founder and CEO of RecycleBank, an innovative business that encourages recycling and diverts waste from landfills and incinerators. For more information, visit: http://www.recyclebank.com 

· Rick Steele, Co-Founder and CEO of NuRide, an Internet-based ride-share program that helps drivers and riders arrange trips while earning points toward the purchase of incentives offered by corporate sponsors. The company currently has 22,000 members in six states. For more information, visit: http://www.nuride.com
· Michael Gordon, President & Founder of ConsumerPowerline, a full service strategic energy asset management firm.  The company is the largest provider of demand response solutions in the United States with more than 750 MW’s under management. For more information, visit: www.consumerpowerline.com  

· Jeff Wolfe, CEO of groSolar, a leading distributor of sustainable, green energy products and services. groSolar delivers and installs solar power systems for residential and commercial customers, the company is among the largest solar energy companies in North America, with offices throughout the northeast and in Colorado and western and eastern Canada. For more information, visit: www.grosolar.com
Moderator: Michael Gresty, President, Kinetix [business ecology]
Program
 

A corporation's organizational framework must facilitate and encourage employee innovation and risk-taking. Frequently, integral decision making must occur at lower employee levels where people have the greatest information on products, markets, customer feedback and relationships. It is critical that innovation across employee levels is encouraged and supported, but how can a corporation ensure innovation and more importantly, sustainable innovation? How do companies internalize a culture and process to ensure consistent innovation? GE's 'Ecomagination' initiative to double global revenue from environmental products by 2012 has radically shifted public attention from the company's reputation as an environmental laggard to a new role as an eco-innovator. Other companies such as Pfizer (green chemistry) and Toyota (hybrid technology) claim growing markets for their products among both consumers and businesses. Arthur D. Little's recent report, The Innovation High Ground, finds that as many as 95% of companies believe that such 'sustainability-driven innovation' has the potential to deliver business value and almost 25% believe it definitely will.  Where are sustainability-driven innovators headed and what can other companies learn from them? 

Panelist Biographies
Ron Gonen, Co-Founder and CEO, ReycleBank

Ron Gonen is the Co-Founder and CEO of RecycleBank. Prior to RecycleBank, Ron was a Senior Consultant at Deloitte Consulting. Ron focused on developing CRM and strategic account management programs for clients. His clients have included Bank of America, Bank of Montreal, Bank One, GE, and DIRECTV. Ron was a co-recipient of Deloitte Consulting's National Impact Award in 2002 for his development and management of a consulting unit that provides pro bono consulting services to non-profit and charitable organizations. Ron received an MBA from Columbia Business School where he was a Eugene M. Lang Center for Entrepreneurship award winner and received a Bachelor of Arts in History and Economics from the University of Massachusetts where he graduated cum laude and was awarded Massachusetts Commonwealth Scholar honors.

Rick Steele, Co-Founder and CEO, NuRide 

Rick has 20 years of entrepreneurial experience and a proven track record of success in building high-growth companies. Most recently, Rick built liveprint.com, where he secured financing and developed relationships with FedEx, America Online and Kinko's—eventually selling the company to Kinko's, Inc. where the business currently resides at www.fedexkinkos.com. liveprint.com was a spin off of Meetinghouse Technologies, an award-winning multimedia design and development company Rick established in 1994.
Michael Gordon, President & Founder, ConsumerPowerline 

Mike is a 24-year veteran of the energy industry having built several profit- and non-profit businesses that have saved buyers more than $400 million through aggregated purchase of commodities. Beyond creating market makers in the demand-response sale of capacity and energy, Mike has also written and delivered energy curricula, listening and critical analysis curricula, and environmental responsibility curricula to 200 schools, to national educational campaigns, and to the central New York City Department of Education. Mike earned a generalist BA from the State University of New York at Binghamton, a generalist MPA from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, and an MBA in Finance from Wharton.

Jeff Wolfe, CEO, groSolar

Jeff is a recognized leader in the solar industry and has led the design and installation of some of the largest solar projects in the U.S. He serves on the board of the Solar Electric Industry Association and chairs the PV division. While a partner at the engineering firm Bard, Rao & Athanas, he designed over four million sq. feet of construction and nine MW of power generation. He is a certified professional engineer and has a BSME degree from Cornell University.

Michael Gresty, President, Kinetix [business ecology]

Michael is President and principal of Kinetix. He oversees all client engagements and leads the development of project deliverables. Michael has extensive experience working with clients such as Praxair, Schering-Plough, Sony, Volvo, Gillette, PPG, The Chubb Corporation, The World Bank and the California Academy of Sciences. As a facilitator, he works directly with both client teams and outside stakeholders. Michael is also a high performance design specialist, and has worked on a number of LEED projects. He has previously worked on large infrastructure and design projects in the USA and France, and on development of civil engineering software in South Africa. Michael received his Architecte DPLG from the Ecole d'Architecture de Paris-Belleville. He also holds a Bachelor of Architectural Studies from the University of Cape Town.
