Sustainability Practice Network 

Art & Sustainability 
December 18, 2007, 6-8 pm
Overview:
Artists have often been cultural forerunners, the "antennae of society," raising our awareness, providing special insight into who we are, and offering us alternative visions of the future in aesthetically compelling forms. The sustainability movement is based on a precept that is at once simple and complex: to recognize the interconnectedness of everything so that we take responsibility for shaping a future where diverse life forms can thrive while we prosper. For decades now, a growing number of artists, from musicians and writers to filmmakers and sculptors, have explored this precept and its implications. This panel will look at examples of their work, and discuss the unique role of art in helping us deepen our appreciation of the challenges we face.
Moderator:  Jackie Brookner, creates Biosculptures that clean polluted water, http://www.jackiebrookner.net/ 

Artists:
Eve Mosher, current project entitled “HighWaterLine” marks the 10-feet above sea level line around Brooklyn and Lower Manhattan. http://www.highwaterline.org/artist.html 

Barbara Roux, Conservation artist. Current work “Brush with Nature” is exhibiting in Queens College Art Center, http://www.barbararoux.com/ 
Bart Woodstrup, musical composer/sound artist. Current work entitled “Climate Control is on exhibit at the West Hall Gallery at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. http://www.vodstrup.com 
Please RSVP events@sustainabilitypractice.net  
Venue
Smith Barney

345 Park Avenue 21st floor, New York NY

Artist statement:

Jackie Brookner creates water remediation/public art projects, known as Biosculptures, for wetlands, rivers, streams and stormwater runoff.  These projects demonstrate how the undervalued resources of sotmrwater and other polluted water can be reclaimed and used to create lush environments, expressive and multifunctional public spaces.  These projects raise community awareness of the urgency of restoring health to aquatic ecosystems, encourage the necessary imagining of a world where human and other human systems are mutually beneficial, and help create the public will to protect and restore these resources.  
Eve S. Mosher is an artist investigating the human condition in relationship to the world in which we live. In early 2006, she embarked on a series of large scale projects that occurred in the public space and engaged the audience directly regarding specific ecological issues. 

Her project, HighWaterLine, won her international attention for creating a piece, which utilized art and performance to increase knowledge and understanding around climate change. By creating works that play upon a sense of wonder and intrigue, she provides her audience access to larger issues. She is also specifically interested in providing works that have positive environmental actions and community development built into them and enjoys the human aspect of creating works in the public realm. 
Barbara Roux: is an artist dealing with issues of ecology, I am a hybrid.  My installation projects are influenced by my conservation projects to protect habitats and record incidents in natural history.  My conservation efforts stem from my respect and fascination for the natural world.
The work I do is inspired by the many years I have spent in wilderness places as well as my study of topics in natural history and contemporary art.  My father was a pharmacologist who did research for many years with plants and animals in the Amazon Delta of Brazil.  His work had a great impact on me.
It is my belief that the environment of the forest, meadow, seashore and wetland are a powerful and little appreciated resource to understanding our human world.  Like all structured communities, the wilderness is in a search for survival.  It is my hope, that through my work, people may become interested in the mysteries that are inherent in wild places.  From interest, a desire to protect may follow.
Bart Woodstrup: My goals are to understand and manipulate the aesthetics, semiotics, and narratives of various time-based media. My work takes the form of traditional musical composition, real-time interactive audio/video performance, multimedia installation and networked experience. In 1999, I received a Masters of Music in Computer Music and New Media Technology at Northern Illinois University. 

I am currently an MFA candidate in the Integrated Electronic Arts Program at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York - where I am studying with Pauline Oliveros, Michael Century, Shawn Lawson, and Curtis Bahn. 

Previously, I was an Assistant Professor at the Illinois Institute of Art at Schaumburg and a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Time Arts Program at Northern Illinois University. 

