Eco-metropolis 2004, held the weekend of Nov 12

Report by Nicolas Miller, Lucky Design

Conference organized by the Open Center & CUNY Grad Center and modeled on the 2004 Bioneers conference. Drew approximately 450 attendees

(opencenter.org/Eco/)

Conference focused on NYC's place in the greater ecosystem, and attempted to bring together people who are active in the arenas where social and environmental justice cross paths.The 30+ panels were quite diverse ranging from topics such as "myths and facts about pigeons", "eco-medecine", "environmental issues and the NYC electoral agenda", "sustainable restauranteuring", "socially responsible entrepreneurship"

Of particular interest:

- Communicating Sustainability

- Innovative Eco-Tech: cohosted by BFI which included Verdant Power, a company building the first underwater electricity-generating turbines the East River

- Wiser Energy Choices: with speakers from NYSERDA and NRDC, and hosted by solar designer Amelia Amon of Alt.Technica, Ltd.

- Eco-Aware urban Architecture

- Jobs/Development and the Environment

Eco Aware Urban Architecture had three speakers.

1) Cat Fitzgerald of GreenhomeNYC.org - a dense and lively online resource for green builders, homeowners and suppliers of green building supplies. Highlighted the sites "ask an expert" section and their annual green building open house, a tour of 16 buildings held in October. 

http://www.GreenhomeNYC.org
2) Paul Mankiewicz, Ph.D., executive director of the Gaia Institute spoke about the issue of the massive amount of rainwater runoff, and how that could be captured via various park planting projects, and prevented from flowing right into the river as unmanaged sewage. He provided a few examples of projects, and many more are available at gaia's web site.

http://www.gaia-inst.org/
3) Neal Chambers of Green Ground Zero - a  collective of designers and professionals that work to create new solutions for green building in lower manhattan. He discussed some of the work that GGZ is engaged in, including the very forward looking "Perfect Building Project", which seeks to push the limits of green building design, and more here-and-now endeavors, including a hybrid PV/Passive solar collector which their team is anticipating to put into production in 2005.

http://www.greengroundzero.org/
The 2nd Session, Jobs/Development and the Environment was a bit more rushed, but the most striking case for green building technology was made by Carlton Brown of Full Spectrum, a building and development firm focused on affordable housing. He's probably best known for "1400 on 5th" - which has 128 affordable condominiums for buyers who fall within a certain income range.

Mr. Brown made the point that while high-end green buildings like the Solaire are getting a lot of attention, he has been engaged in projects in Upper Manhattan and the South Bronx where green buildings and developments have been completed for the same price as typical low-income housing, guided by the principal that waste costs money.

This with a much lower long term-energy cost, and a much higher standard of living, due to better indoor lighting, air filtration system, reduction of the use of off-gassing building materials etc.

He also discussed future projects involving remediation of brownfields on the waterfront in the South Bronx, and the ability to "create value" where little had existed before, through the use of ecologically sophisticated methods. These areas will be the site of mixed use building project including housing and commercial properties.

http://www.1400on5th.com/
What the organizers said: they were very pleased and said that participant response was "overwhelmingly positive" and that many who filled out surveys felt it was an excellent networking opportunity and that they planned to contact contact presenters and so forth. Ultimately, the theme of the conference was while we have a long way to go as new yorkers, their is a rich inter-dispclinary environmental movement afoot in New York, and abundant successes to celebrate.

